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A Study about the Scoring in the Volleyball Rally Point System:
The Case of High School Competitions in Shizuoka Prefecture

Shingo TAKANE*, Manabu KAWAI**, Hiroshi OGAWA***, Hiroshi KUROGO****

Abstract

All points in a volleyball game are divided into the points of the service side (point = PO) and the points of the reception side (side-out point
= SOP) . The main purpose of this study was to calculate the average point rates (PO%) and the average side-out point rates (SOP%) ,

to compare SOP% with PO%, and to calculate the probability of winning a set at each score in the games of high school competitions in

Shizuoka Prefecture. This study showed that the SOP% was dominant in the games at the local level, and that the service side team could

not score easily as compared with the reception side team. These characteristics were particularly evident in games between teams with

equally matched competence. Moreover, the reception side had an advantage in scoring the first point. This result should be considered when

selecting the right to serve with toss of a coin. In games at the local level, two tendencies were observed: 1) it is difficult to come from behind

at the last stage of the set, 2) the team that lead from the first stage tends to win. In many cases, whether a team will win or lose is obvious by

the middle of the set.
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